REFORM IX THE ARMY
out of politics! " The interests of the army can
be adequately looked after by the few military
deputies in Parliament. Throughout the past
two years there has been a regrettable tendency
on the part of officers to interfere in politics.
For this, it is true, they had some excuse in view
of the part played by the army in freeing the
nation and giving it a Constitution. Through *
circumstances at first beyond their control, young
officers, like Xiazi and Enver, were thrust
suddenly before the footlights, and so well, with
the eyes of all Europe upon their every move,
did they acquit themselves, with such strength
and moderation, that, if they failed to hear the
cue for them to leave the stage, they were but
human. Enver Bey, a very modest man, as I
realised when I met him shortly before his ap-
pointment to Berlin, found himself regarded
seriously as a politician, tracked by interviewers
and cheered by crowds. If5 in the circumstances,
he expressed some opinions on the political
situation, of which time has already shown the
fallacy, he cannot well be blamed. Yet many
of the leaders of the Turkish army were not
slow to realise the danger of this passion for
politics. At the time of the April rising, Nazim
Pacha told the younger officers quite plainly
that politics were none of their affair. Mahmoud
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